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REPORT. 


Montcaomery, ALA., October Ist, 1878. 
To His Excellency : 
The Governor of Alabama: 
` Smr—In compliance with an act of the General Assembly 
of Alabama, approved March the 7th, 1876, entitled, an act 
to induce immigration to the State of Alabama, I have the 
honor to submit the following report: 

For the past five years my attention has been devoted to 
the development of a plain and practical system of immigra- 
tion, that would prove instrumental and adequate to the suc- 
cessful introduction of a desirable and self-sustaining popu- 
lation into our State; and in order to ascertain the facts rel- 
ative to the duty as defined in the act creating my office, I 
have been compelled to accept a commercial traveling agency, 
which has enabled me to travel throughout the North, North- 
western and Western States, and thus to collect all necessary 
and important information, and to present a practical and 
self-sustaining working system which, if carried out, will be 
productive of the most beneficent results. 

Upon careful inquiry and thorough investigation, I find 
the outlock as regards immigration both cheerful and encour- 
. aging, and that it is the purpose of many to sell their lands 
and effects as early as possible, with a view of emigrating 
South. These people are generally possessed of considera- 
ble means, and would be a very desirable class to have among 
us; but as we have no practical machinery in motion, and 
have nothing to show in regard to propositions of land either 
for sale or lease, and nothing descriptive of the advantages 
of our State, suitable for general circulation, it is to be feared 
we will reap no benefit from the rich fields now inviting us, 
nor be able to turn the tide of emigrants now in motion to- 
wards Texas and other Southern States. These States, with 
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their practical working systems, are represented in full force, 
and in order to reap as rich a harvest, and to obtain similar 
results, it is necessary, like them, to go to work and inaugu- 
rate a successful working plan, and to put the same into 
immediate operation. Our people are a unit in the belief 
that in immigration mainly, lies the path of the future wel- 
. fare and prosperity of our State, and impressed with the 
belief that the State of Alabama would do something at the 
approaching session of the General Assembly, towards getting 
up the necessary circulars, &c., descriptive of the advantages 
offered by our State, I have spent time, labor and money in 
perfecting and maturing a system by which the object and 
intent of the above act may be successfully carried out. 

The question has often been asked by those materially 
interested in the prosperity of our State, how a system like 
that adopted by the Northwestern States, would be applica- 
ble to our own State? The answer, however, is simple, when 
it is remembered that the lands of those States at the adop- 
tion of their system, were held mainly by large landed cor- 
porations, and comprising some of the best lands. These 
corporations have and are yet spending large sums of money, 
together with large appropriations by their respective States, 
for the purpose of publishing the inducements held out by 
them, in regard to cheap lands, &c., &c., and such publica- 
tions are prepared with great care and gotten up in an attrac- 
tive manner and on an extravagant scale. These publica- 
tions are put in the hands of practical and well paid agents 
for their judicious circulation at home and abroad. And this 
system has proved most effectual in populating and settling 
those lands and States. Now these States afford at present 
a fine field for our own operations, as in many instances 
those who have settled there, have accumulated considerable 
means and estates, but have become dissatisfied on account 
of the severe climate, and other disasters detrimental to 
their general health and interests. Butasystem as inaugur- 
ated by those States would be entirely too extravagant; with 
our stringent financial condition, and would not be applica- 
ble to our State, and particularly to our vacant private lands 
held by individual owners. Such a system, however, would 


doubtless prove successful with some of our landed rail road 
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corporations, but unfortunately some of these are financially 
embarrassed and involved in litigation, which has naturally 
retarded their operations, and we have but one—that of the 
enterprising South & North Railroad Company—which seems 
to take the lead, and is in a condition to accomplish favorable 
results, as evidenced by the many thrifty and self-sustaining 
settlements made along this line of road, prominent among 
which may be mentioned the German colony brought and 
settled there by Mr. Cullman. This colony has been very 
successful in all its undertakings, inaugurating new branches 
of every kind of business, and now bids fair to become a 
large and influential town. 

"No intelligent person doubts that Alabama, offers equal, if 
not superior, advantages ẹnd inducements to the immigrant 
to those of any other State. We have a climate and soil 
that is unequalled, and lands not only productive, but ready 
for the plow, and obtainable at low prices by desirable pur- 
chasers, which may be worked every day in the year, and are 
not like the States above mentioned, visited with long and 
dreary winters, severe weather, snow-storms, prarie winds, &e. 
The products of the North and Northwestern States may 
also be raised here, and whenever successfully cultivated, 
excel the productions of those States, in quantity, variety 
and prices. The doctrine that white labor is incapacitated | 
for this climate, has long since been effectually exploded, as 
evidenced by the fact that they are now tilling the soil in all 
parts of our Southern country. And as far as the general 
health of Alabama is concerned, it may be truthfully asserted 
that in the official lists of mortality she stands among the 
foremost. When her wasted lands are utilized, and her un- 
cultivated plantations are properly drained and irrigated, 
her general health will be greatly improved, and there can 
be no question of the fact that a populous and well settled 
district will have better roads and better drainage, and eon- 
duce greatly to the general health of the community. The 
only thing therefore needed, is a practical working system, 
for the successful introduction of a desirable and industrious 
population, together with an energetic and determined effort 
on the part of our State and people, in the right direction, 
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and there can be no doubt-that successful results will be at- 
tained. 

For a number of years an immense amount of tillable 
land has been actually waste and unproductive, and the 
taxes assessed thereon a dead expense to the owners; and. 
from reliable information obtained, it is estimated that the 
total amount of arable land in the State of Alabama, lying 
idle and unproductive, is 4,100,000 acres, embracing some of 
the best lands in the South. - Many of the owners of these 
lands would sell them at a nominal price to an industrious 
and thrifty people, and many of our enterprising citizens 
have already made propositions in harmony with the system 
herein submitted. Now, by subdividing these lands into 
tracts of 80 acres to a family, more than 40,000 families 
could be supplied with valuable farms, now burdensome to 
many of the owners and tax-payers. The question, there- 
fore, presents itself to the landholders, where it is applica- 
- ble, whether it will not pay to subdivide their large tracts of 
land into 40 or 80 acres or more, and to sell all or a certain - 
number of said tracts to a self-sustaining people, who will 
form themselves into small colonies of from five to twenty 
families or more, which will not only enable our landholders 
to sell their different sizes and tracts of land to a colony 
sufficient to purchase the same, but will enable the emigrant 
of limited resources to purchase a farm commensurate with 
his means. Thus will they be enabled to form a nucleus of 
any desired extent, and the result will be to create a demand 
for other remaining lands, which may be reserved by the 
owners thereof. 

- To give acalm and unvarnished statement of the resources 
of our State, would seem like fiction, but at the expense of 
delicacy we must speak the truth, and inform those in search 
‘ of suitable and congenial homes, of the superior inducements 
that are held out to them by the State of Alabama, as the 
reward of honest toil and persevering industry. The subject 
of immigration deserves our immediate consideration and 
demands our most earnest attention, and can no longer be 
neglected without imperilling every interest of our State— 
agricultural, industrial, commercial and educational. The 
introduction of industrious immigrants is the greatest pro- 
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moter of rapid prosperity, both as regards the increase 
of our resources and the enhancement of the value of our 
lands and other property. But, to accomplish this, it is nec- 
essary to go to work in a manner becoming such vital and 
momentous interests, for without work we can not have, nor 
are we entitled to, its benefits. It is therefore the duty of 
all interested to aid in carrying out to a successful issue an 
enterprise freighted with such beneficent results. We must 
not ignore the fact that such an enterprise can not be per- 
fected by waiting for it to succeed voluntarily, but that it 
requires special inducements and invitation to bring immi- 
grants here, and it is of primary importance to proclaim to 
those in search of homes the superior advantages that Ala- 
bama furnishes, in climate, resources, variety of productions, 
school and church facilities, &c. Alabama has made no 
effort to inform the immigrant of the wealth of her hidden 
and dormant resources, of her genial climate, her undevel- 
oped mountains of iron and beds of coal, and of the une- 
qualled opportunity presented on every hand to the farmer, 
the manufacturer, the mechanic, the miner, the fruit grower, 
and to all who may become co-laborers in developing and 
utilizing the wealth, and enjoying the comforts, now locked 
within her bosom. 

It is well known that statements prejudicial to the intro- 
duction of immigrants into Alabama are prevalent, and it is 
equally well known that Alabama has never taken any mea- 
sures to remove this unfounded prejudice. In this matter 
we can learn a salutary lesson from the action of other States, 
which have for some time past and are now keeping such 
countries and states from which they expect to induce immi- 
grants flooded with pamphlets and publications, setting forth 
the inducements and advantages offered by them. Notably 
among these may be mentioned Tennessee, Virginia, North 
and South Carolina, and the enterprising State of Texas. 
Such advertisements are gotten up with care, and suitable to 
meet the needs and wants of the: different States, and are 
judiciously distributed, with special reference to the object 
in view. These publications, together with their practical 
working systems, have been the means of inducing immi- 
grants to those States, and Alabama and her citizens must 
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adopt a similar plan to attain similar results. Now, with the 
same energy and perseverance, properly directly, it is rea- 
sonable to suppose that such effort woul: result in similar 
success. 

By the increase of a thrifty and industrious population, 
factories of every kind would soon spring up, thereby ena- 
bling us to work up the raw material, to develop our own 
resources, and to keep our money at home instead of send- 
ing north and abroad for the purchase of manufactured mer- 
chandise. Particular care, therefore, should be taken with 
reference to settling and locating immigrants. They should 
be formed into as large bodies as possible, for the purpose 
of congenial associations, &c. 

Now it is a matter of absolute importance, that before we 
inviteimmigration we must, like other States, procure and 
furnish propositions of land, either for sale or lease, accessi- 
ble and convenient, for the inspection of those who desire to 
purchase and settle among us. To effectually accomplish 
this object, it requires means, work, and the co-operation 
and financial aid of the State, through which the necessary 
information can be furnished both to the people of our,own 
State, and the immigrants selected. This necessitates the 
employment of practical agents to represent the movement 
at home and abroad. Such agents should be selected with 
great care, and should be natives of the country where they 
are sent to operate, and personally acquainted with the cus- 
toms and habits of the people of this State as well as of those 
among whom their operations are confined, They should 
be practically acquainted with the agricultural interests of 
this State, and be in a position to explain any enquiry that 
may be made touching the nature of the climate, soil, pro- 


ductions, wages, &c., &c., and capable of assisting in getting 


up all necessary publications relating thereto. I have there- 
fore effocted an arrangement by which to procure such per- 
sons, having a practical knowledge of the work and duties 
incumbent upon them, and who are willing to take the field 
upon commissions derived from the sale of lands and other 
property, provided the State will furnish the necessary 
publications to enable us to compete with agents represent- 
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ing other States, and thus setting forth the advantages of our 
own State and people to those in search of homes. 

The system I have the honor of presenting to you, is not 
a crudely digested one, but has been examined in all its de- 
tails by some of the most experienced persons engaged in 
that business from other States, and has received the indorse- 
ment of some of our most prominent citizens as regards its 
practicability. And I may refer to the successful workings 
of a system founded on the same basis, and similar in all its 
essential details to that herein presented. In the State of 
. Texas this system has already been the means of inducing a 
vast number of emigrants to settle in that State, both from 
Europe and the adjoining States, and has met with unpre- 
cedented success. The main features and details of the plan 
presented, in the following synopsis, are essentially sim- 
ilar to that system which has proved so successful in induc- 
ing immigration to Texas, and if the State of Alabama will 
give it the same amount of encouragement, it is bound to 
result in complete success. ` We can rot permit ourselves to 
doubt that an enterprise of such a character, and affecting 
the,most vital interests of our State and people, will be al- - 
lowed to languish for want of the necessary and proper en- 
couragement. l 

First, in order to be successful with the system, as herein 
illustrated, it is essential to establish a head office, which 
should exist at the capital of the State, and from which 
should emanate all matters and instructions relative to im- 
migration: It should be the duty of said office to get up an 
instructive circular, addressed to the people of Alabama, 
giving clear and comprehensive instruction to those who 
desire to put their lands and other property on the market, 
either for sale or lease, or otherwise; and to prepare and 
‘get up necessary land forms, suitable for the collection of all 
lands that may be offered by the citizens of our State, with 
= a view of putting them upon the market through the various 
sub-offices and agencies to be established. 

Second, to facilitate and to accomplish the work of inform- 
ing our people of the system and workings of this depart- 
ment, it is contemplated to appoint an active agent in each 
county of our State. Such agent to be furnished with all 
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necessary circulars and land forms, for the operation of their 
respective counties. And it-shall be the duty of such agent 
first to disseminate such circulars in a judicious manner, and 
to post the same in all conspicuous places, such as court- 
houses, eross-roads, railroad cars and steamboats, and wher- 
ever practicable. . 

Thus a thorough system will, in this manner, be estab- 
lished, by which all necessary information will be furnished 
to those who desire to avail themselves of the facilities 
afforded through this medium. 

Such agents will also be furnished with all necessary land 
forms, suitable to meet all reasonable propositions that may 
be made by the citizens of their respective counties, and 
these propositions, when made, should always be in conform- 
ity with the forms furnished, which are to be taken in tripli- 
cate form—one for the party offering the proposition, one to 
be retained by the county agent, and one to be forwarded to 
the head office. Thus enabling us to open up a channel by 
which such propositiéns may be collected at home, dissem- 
inated abroad, and sales be effected and consummated. And 
it may be appropriate here to mention, that manufacturing, 
mining and railroad, and other corporations or persons, in 
Alabama, who desire to avail themselves of skilled opera- 
tives or other labor, can also make eppacenen through this 
medium and be supplied. 

3. Whenever the necessary agains have been made, 
with other inter esting facts and matters calculated to induce 
immigration, then it is contemplated to prepare an attractive 
circular to be gotten up for distribution at all the principal 
offices, and prominent cities, throughout the United States— 
the same to be printed on both sides, and to contain a con- 
densed description of the resources of the State, together 
with a divison or space allotted to each county which shall 
contain a condensed description of its resources, with all 
lands and other property that may be collected for sale, 
lease, or otherwise to be disposed of by the citizens of each 
respective county, and the name and post office of the agent 
representing it. This circular to contain three maps—No. 1, 
showing the physical geography of the State, the location 


and distribution of the different beds of coal, iron and other 
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mineral and natural resources ; No. 2, showing the political 
division of the State, the different counties, towns, post of- 
fices, railroads, rivers, &c., &c.; and No 3, a map of Europe, 
showing the most direct line of travel and communication . 
with Alabama, making, as it were, all immigration gravitate 
towards Alabama located as the center of the world. These 
maps to be accurately gotten up and appropriately colored, 
and the whole to be folded the same as 3 any other railroad or 
commercial circular. 

This form of advertising and issuing the necessary infor- 
mation to induce immigration will prove not only the most 
advantageous, but the most economical, from the fact that it 
will be more likely to be read, and the cost of printing will 
be much less than if issued in pamphlet form. It is pro- 
_posed by a judicious circulation to distribute these circulars 
at all points readily accessible to all who may desire to ob- 
_tain such information, and at all the principal offices, where 
specimens of the different ores, &c., will be exhibited for the 
inspection of those interested. 

An illustrated diagram of the above circular is not here- 
with submitted, but if desired will be furnished. 

4, Whenever the work as above illustrated has been ac- 
complished, it is contemplated to establish offices and agen- 
cies throughout the North, Northwestern and Western 
States which offer an excellent field for operation; and it is 
proposed to operate first in these States and to turn the tide 
of.immigrants now looking for homes in Texas and other 
States, towards our own State. Each office or agency will 
be supplied with all necessary publications and instructions, 
together with a duplicate of all land propositions collected 
and on file at the head office, and it shall be the duty of such 
agent to distribute and circulate such publications in the 
most judicious manner, and he shall be required to annex to 
each pamphlet or circular so distributed, his printed card or 
slip, showing his place of business or office, thus afford- 
ing those in search of further information ample facilities for 
examining and investigating all land propositions on file 
at such offices, enabling the immigrant to select such a 
home as he may desire, from maps and propositions on file 
at such office, and at the same time save those of limited 
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means the expense of traveling over our State in search of 
such information; and by dividing any land proposition that 
may be on file into such -size farms as may be desirable, to 
purchase a farm say of 100 acres, stocked and equipped and 
ready for the plow for about $500 or $600. And in the event 
any land proposition should be selected from files at the above 
mentioned offices, with a view of negotiating for same, then 
it shall be the duty of said agent to confirm all preliminaries 
leading to @ final purchase, and to furnish such parties with 
a duplicate of said proposition and all other necessary in- 
structions relating thereto; also to direct such immigrants 
the nearest route to the county and |the agent wherein the 
proposition selected by him lies, which will in all cases cor- 
respond with that held by the county agent, and the land 
owner who makes the proposition. And in all cases where 
it can be done the agent should direct the immigrant to pass 
through the city of Montgomery and to the head office where 
further information and instructions may be given, together 
with other valuable service that may lead to a final settle- 
ment, by bringing face to face the buyer and the seller. 

5. In presenting this system, it will be observed that itis 
contemplated to make it self-sustaining. And to carry out 
the work of the agents both at home and abroad, and to pro- 
vide for the payment of their services, it is intended to 
charge a commission of 10 per cent. on all sales or leases ef- 
fected, to be paid by the party selling or leasing the land. 
And it shall be the duty of such county agent effecting the 
sale, to collect such commission at the time and place the 
same is effected. For the faithful performance of the duty 
and services aforesaid, such county agent shall be entitled 
to, and be instructed to retain, 24 per cent. out of all com- 
missions received, as a compensation for his services, and 
the remaining 71 per cent. shall be remitted by him to the 
head office. And it shall be the duty of the head office to 
remit 24 per cent. to the agent abroad finding the purchaser. 
Thus 5 per cent. will remain at the head office, and will furn- 
ish ample means, if properly applied, for all future work and 
thus render the system self-sustaining. 

6. To accomplish these results it is essential to inform our 
people of a practical system of which they may avail them- 
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selves, and which will materially aid them in putting their 
lands upon the market. For this purpose the following land , 
forms are intended, and it should be observed, that the two 
forms herewith inserted, are in many instances necessary to 
serve: the purpose of one contract; as in some cases the 
price of a land proposition offered for sale may vary from a 
higher toa lower price, consequently leaving a margin to be 
negotiated for to the interest of party making such contract, 
and the consummation of a sale within such margin would 
necessarily be left to the discretion of the agent abroad, 
having the proposition on file. In such cases form No. 1 is 
not intended for exhibition to those desiring to purchase, as 
it would only prove detrimental to the interest of the seller 
wishing to obtain the highest price; hence form No. 2 is 
brought into reqyisition, and No. 1 is simply used as a pri- 
vate contract between the commissioner and the land 
owner. l 

But in all cases where the price is stipulated form No. 1 
seryes the purpose of all interested. Similar forms suitable 
for the leasing of lands, and other necessary forms would 
also be required and necessary, should this system be car- 
ried out. 


LAND FORM—NO. 1. 


- AGREEMENT FOR THE SALE OF LAND. 


This agreement made and entered into this.:........ day 
Ob: hace ivea cota: 18... by and between A, of the county 
of B, and State of Alabama, and C. F. Seivers, Commis- 
sioner of Immigration for said State, witnesseth : 


That the said C. F. Seivers, for certain considerations 
hereinafter expressed, agrees to diligently seek for a pur- 
chaser for a certain tract of land known and designated as 
follows, to-wit : . 
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(Inserting here the numbers of said-land, and marking the 
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and to advertise said land for sale in such manner as he may 
deem best, in order to effect a sale according to the price and 
terms hereinafter expressed, and for such sale, if effected, I, 
the said A, hereby agree to pay to the said C. F. Seivers a 
commission of ten per cent. upon the nominal purchase sum, 
to be paid to him or his agent out of the first cash payment 
made, and in the event of a sale as per terms of this agree- 
ment, I, the said A, agree to convey and assure to the party 
or parties purchasing in fee simple, clear of all incumbrance 
whatsoever, by a good and sufficient guarantee deed, the 
above described tract of land; it being understood that the 
party or parties purchasing shall pay for such described 
lands as follows : 


(In this space state condition and terms of sale, &c.) 


An it is further agreed’ and understood between the said 
A and C. F. Seivers, that the agreement and covenant as above 
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stipulated shall remain in ful? force until the sale of the 
above mentioned land is consummated. And in the event of 
a revocation of this instrument by the said A, before a sale 
is effected, then the said A shall pay, and he hereby agrees- 
to pay, to the said C. F. Seivers, the sum of ............ as 
a compensation for advertising, expenses, &c., and such re- 
vocation shall be served by written notice on O. F. Seivers 
or his agent, and shall take effect at the expiration of thirty 
days after the serving of such notice. 

In witness whereof we have hereunto set our hands and 


seals this.......... day Ol tossdisnececade: AB pcos 
ieee icant Gut E [Es] 
Agent for Commisioner - fis. | 
NO. 2. 


AUTHORITY FOR THE SALE OF LAND. 


Fé This is to certify that I, A, of the county of B, State of 
Alabama, have entered into and made, this.......... day of 
Re rr ee 18....,a contract with C. F. Seivers, Com- 
missioner of Immigration for said State, that for certain con- 
siderations expressed in said contract, the said C. F. Seivers 
agrees to diligently seek for a purchaser for a certain tract 
of land situated, lying and being in the State of Alabama, 
described as follows, to-wit: 
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(Here insert the numbers of the land and mark same on 
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and to advertise said land for sale in such manner as he may - 
deem best, and in conformity with the stipulations contained 
in aforesaid contract. And I hereby agree to convey and to 
assure to the party or parties purchasing in fee simple, clear 
of all incumbrance whatever, by a good and sufficient guar- 
antee deed, the above described tract of land. And I hereby 
= constitute the said O. F. Seivers my sole agent for said lands, 
and he is empowered to sell said lands to the best of my ad- 
vantage, subject to my ratification and the conditions con- 
tained in the aforesaid contract. Ido further certify that 
the statements and allegations made by me in answer to the 
interrogatories hereunto attached are true to the best of my 


knowledge and belief. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal 
this..... aeni day Oltitcucenacedet +: eee 
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Agent for Commissioner. [zs.] 
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The following interrogatories shall in all cases accompany 
each land proposition intended to be put on file at offices of 
inspection, thus giving the party or parties desiring to pur- 
chase a thorough knowledge of all the i said lands 
May possess : 


INTERROGATORIES. 


1. Where is your nearest post office? 


2. Describe your land by township, range, sections, or 
metes: and bounds, and condion of your buildings, fences 
and improvements ? 


3. What is the character of soil and sub-soil ? 
4, What is the surface—level, rolling, hilly or mountain- 


5. What proportion of bottom to upland? - 
6. What proportion of cleared to timbered land? 
T. How watered and drained ? 
8. What products are best adapted to your soil ? 
9. What the average yield per acre? 
10. What fruits thrive best, and what kinds are cultivated? 
11. What is the forest growth and character of timber? 
12. What is the price of coal per ton, and wood per cord 
in your locality ? 
13. What minerals, of if any, on your property ? 
14. What streams are near? 3 
15. What navigable river or line of railroad runs oe 
your county, and how far from your place? 
16. How far from the nearest church ? 
17. How far from nearest school? 
18. How far from the nearest village or town, and what 
is the population ? 
19. What manufactories in your vicinity ? 
20. What water power—extent—name of stream ? 
21. What live stock thrive best? 


22. What native grasses, and what not native can be cul- 
tivated successfully? 
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23. Do you. use well or spring water, and what is its 
character ? : 

24. What is the range of the thermometer nE the four 
seasons of the year? 

25. State other attractions concerning your land not here- 
in enumerated. | : 


This system adopted and carried out will far exceed any 
other plan that may be proposed and will place the immi- 
grantin a position to enjoy his own society, schools, churches, 
&c., and thus have clustered around him all the advatages of 
a congenial home. ` 


Now, in order to consummate the plan aforesaid, and for 
the different publications requisite, the necessary means are 
required and the same cannot successfully be accomplished 
unless the State of Alabama will furnish said means. And 
it can be safely stated, that with an outlay of $5,000 on the 
part of the State, to be expended from time to time, with 
your Excellency’s approval, on the said publications, that 
success will inevitably result, and that the plan would be 
self-sustaining and wonld require no further outlay on the 
part of the State, as will be observed by the planitself, which 
shows that the commissions derived from sales and leases, 
&c., will furnish ample means for future work. With so 
small an outlay on the part of the State, the subject of im- 
migration should receive immediate attention, since it would 
not only enable our people to open a market for the thousands 
of acres of their surplus and at present unremunerative 
lands, and enhance their value, but would also increase the 
revenues of our State materially, and there is no doubt that a 
tide of immigration would flow into Alabama that would not 
only benefit her as a State, but would be of corresponding 
benefit to the immigrant. 

In presenting this matter for the consideration and favora- 
ble action on the part of the State, I have entered into the 
work believing that you will lend your aid in a legal and ad- 
visable manner, to an enterprise productive of so much good, 
and without which nothing can be done, and trusting that 
the State will take immediate action in the matter, and fur- 
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nish the means necessary to the accomplishment of the won 
and encouragement of immigration. 

I have the honor to subscribe myself 
Your most obedient servant, 
C. F. SEIVERS, 
Commissioner of Immigration, State of Alabama. 


